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Synopsis  

The legacies of Edinburgh are all over Charles Darwin's 1872 book  

The Expression of the Emotions in Man and Animals.   

By way of exploring those legacies this paper 

 will consider the book as a dialogue with three Edinburgh-educated 

medical men.  The first is Darwin's grandfather Erasmus Darwin, author 

of an earlier evolutionary account of the origins of emotional expressions.  

The second is Charles Bell, the anatomist who saw in human emotional 

expression evidence of divine design.  The third is James Crichton-

Browne, the son of a friend of Charles Darwin's from Edinburgh medical 

school days, and supplier of photographs and information about the 

emotionally expressive men and women cared for at the Wakefield 

Lunatic Asylum, where Crichton-Browne was director. 
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Notes
 

 

1
 Darwin’s own showstopper example – with photographic evidence no less – is that a 

helpless man’s shrugged shoulders, open palms and so on contrast point by point with an 

indignant man’s squared shoulders, clenched fists and so on. 
2
 He gave himself a hyphenated name later in life 

3
 This was the kind of thing that seemed to vindicate psychiatric photography: if only one 

could group together enough pictures of enough sufferers of a given condition, then one could 

pick out the otherwise elusive visual sign of the condition. 
4
 For more by way of criticism of previous efforts and considerations in favour of the one made here, 

see my paper ‘Darwin’s puzzling Expression’, in press in Comptes rendus de l’Academie des sciences, 

Série biologies, in a special issue on ‘un autre Darwin’ edited by Jean Gayon and Michel Veuille. 
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